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The State Assessment Grants provide funding
for these efforts, and | thank the Appropria-
tions Committee for accepting my bipartisan
amendment to fully fund these efforts.

The final bill includes my bipartisan amend-
ment to increase funding for Women in Ap-
prenticeship and Nontraditional Occupations
Grants, which will provide tradeswomen in Or-
egon the support and assistance necessary to
advance their careers and retain good-paying
jobs. The bill also includes my amendment to
fund Title VIII Nursing Workforce Programs
through separate line-items, which will pre-
serve funding for the individual programs, in-
cluding Advanced Education Nursing; Nursing
Workforce Diversity; Nurse Education, Prac-
tice, and Retention; and the Nurse Faculty
Loan Program.

Additionally, my amendment to provide crit-
ical resources to combat coastal climate
threats by highlighting the need for funding
ocean acidification programs was adopted, as
was my amendment to increase funding to
mitigate harmful algal blooms. Ocean acidifica-
tion and harmful algal blooms are decimating
our oceans and lakes, destroying wildlife, and
crippling our local economies. Increasing fund-
ing for NOAA’s ocean acidification and harmful
algal blooms programs will give our coastal
communities additional resources to under-
stand and address these threats.

Despite these victories, the bill did not earn
my support because of the harmful cuts and
policy riders that remain. The bill underfunds
the Environmental Protection Agency and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and undermines the National Oceans
Policy. It eliminates Title X Family Planning,
and eliminates funding for Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Programs. The bill undermines the
Affordable Care Act by prohibiting funding
from being used to further provisions of the
law, including ACA navigators. As Congress
continues work on an FY2018 funding pack-
age, | urge my colleagues to put aside their
partisan policy priorities and advance a bill
that invests in our communities and sets them
up for success.

—

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
MARKUP

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to thank Chairman ROYCE for convening
this mark-up on a number of substantive
pieces of legislation. As our time is limited, |
will focus on a few key items.

| am an original cosponsor of H.R. 3445,
and | thank Chairman ROYCE and Ranking
Member ENGEL, as well as my friend and col-
league KAREN BASS, for trying to strengthen
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

| would like to thank my good friend and fel-
low member of the New Jersey delegation,
ALBIO SIRES, for his bipartisan Global Health
Innovation Act of 2017, H.R. 1660, of which |
am a cosponsor.

This bill will allow us to exercise greater
oversight over USAID programs and to gauge
how effectively USAID is developing and uti-
lizing innovations in health programs.

| support H.R. 3320 and commend Chair-
man YOHO for his work on this timely bill. The
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Chinese  Communist government has been
slowly squeezing Taiwan’s international space,
taking extraordinary measures to exclude Tai-

wan from multi-lateral institutions like the
World Health Organization.
Such exclusions create real international

blind spots that pose threats to global health
and security. As you all know, SARS spread
from Taiwan and China to other parts of the
globe.

With the World Health Organization in par-
ticular, | intend to push for admission of Tai-
wan.

| commend Ranking Member, Mr. ENGEL,
along with Chairman YOHO, Mr. CHABOT, and
Mr. SHERMAN, for putting together H. Res. 422,
on Hong Kong.

The threats to Hong Kong’s autonomy and
its freedoms are real and progressing. These
freedoms and the rule of law are vital eco-
nomic interests of the United States and the
foundation of the city’s vitality, creativity, and
entrepreneurial sprit.

Beijing has become more assertive in Hong
Kong’s affairs over the past several years and
ramped up efforts to destroy the pro-democ-
racy movement over the summer. Six legisla-
tions were disqualified through unprecedented
interventions by the National People’s Con-
gress into Hong Kong's judiciary. The pan-
democratic minority could stop pro-Beijing leg-
islation in the past, but now it cannot. China
can push through any measure it wants now
with its block of unelected legislators.

And, as you all know, the Hong Kong gov-
ernment has re-sentenced the leaders of the
peaceful Umbrella Movement of 2014. Joshua
Wong, Nathan Law, and Alex Chow should
now be considered Hong Kong’s first political
prisoners. They will not be the last, as new
trails begin soon.

This resolution is needed but should not be
our last word. That is why | introduced, along
with Congressman TiM WALZA (a fellow CECC
Commissioner), the Hong Kong Human Rights
& Democracy Act—a bill that | introduced in
the last Congress and which has been intro-
duced by Senator MARCO RuBIO and Senator
BEN CARDIN in the Senate.

| would urge my colleagues to consider this
legislation and find ways to protect U.S. inter-
ests in a free and autonomous Hong Kong in
addition to Ranking Member ENGELS’ resolu-
tion which is before us today.

Hizballah is a cancer that has metastasized
in Lebanon and threatens to invade nearly
every corner of the region if we do not stay
vigilant. H.R. 3329, introduced by Chairman
ROYCE, would choke off additional sources of
financial support for this malignant growth,
particularly by targeting the group’s grass
roots fundraising enterprise that it expanded to
circumvent existing sanctions. Building on the
Hizballah International Financing Prevention
Act that the House passed unanimously in
2015, this bill would require third-party sanc-
tions on those who substantially support
Hizballah fundraising operations.

The reports required in this legislation would
also go further to ferret out the extent of the
group’s fundraising network, which it would
rightly classify as a transnational criminal or-
ganization. Make no mistake: Hizballah is an
international crime syndicate, wrapped in an
Iranian paramilitary proxy, inside a terrorist or-
ganization, masquerading as a political resist-
ance movement.

H.R. 3342 introduced by MIKE GALLAGHER
would direct our government to use the tools
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at its disposal to impose penalties on
Hizballah for employing human shields to de-
fend its installations and outposts. Hizballah’s
use of innocent human lives to protect its ne-
farious activities is a clear human rights viola-
tion and plainly demonstrates that Hizballah is
an enemy of Lebanon’s freedom-loving peo-
ple. The bill also encourages the President to
direct our Permanent Representative at the
United Nations to use her voice and vote to
push for a resolution condemning this sick-
ening practice. | can confidently say that the
United States could not ask for a stronger or
more clear-eyed defender of American inter-
ests and the security of our most critical re-
gional ally, Israel, at the UN than Ambassador
Haley.

RECOGNIZING DAVID C. PUCKETT

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. David C. Puckett as he com-
pletes 35 years of service as CEO of Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union, headquartered in Jack-
son, Michigan.

In 1982, David Puckett began his journey as
General Manager of a small, local credit union
which had 15 employees and two locations.
Today, American 1 Credit Union has nearly
200 employees, provides service to 56,000
members, and has 13 branches located
across the state.

David Puckett not only effectively shaped
the fiscal success of American 1 Credit Union,
but also forged a lasting legacy of giving back
to the people of Jackson County. Over the
years, American 1 has funded and provided
manpower to support many community pro-
grams such as Rose Pageant scholarships,
the Rose Parade, the Kids Fest program and
the American 1 Grand Prix.

Throughout his tenure, David has brought
the private and public sectors together in ways
that have benefited the community. The most
noteworthy example of these partnerships is
the agreement made in 2016 in which Amer-
ican 1 will donate $4 million towards the con-
struction of a convention center in Jackson.
The American 1 Credit Union Convention Cen-
ter will be utilized for conferences, trade
shows, weddings, and entertainment, and will
foster the ongoing development of Jackson’s
downtown riverfront area.

David Puckett’s leadership and spirit of co-
operation will be remembered for years to
come by all who continue to benefit from the
results of his commitment. | congratulate
David on an impressive career at American 1
Credit Union and wish him the best in the fu-
ture.

WHEAT RIDGE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 28, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and applaud Wheat Ridge
Animal Hospital for receiving the City of Wheat
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Ridge’s Reinvestment Award for 2017. The
Reinvestment Award recognizes businesses
who play an active role in improving the City
of Wheat Ridge.

Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital, with more
than thirteen years in Wheat Ridge, was se-
lected because of their redevelopment of an
old office building, demolition of a blighted
older business and their accommodation for
parking in their new facility. The company pur-
chased an older two story office building that
had been shuttered for over three years. The
owners of Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital com-
pletely rehabilitated the building to accommo-
date the re-use.

| applaud Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital for
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor
by the City of Wheat Ridge, and | congratulate
them on their success.

———

HONORING COMMUNITY CLINIC AS-
SOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES
COUNTY AND OTHER COMMU-
NITY HEALTH CENTERS IN CALI-
FORNIA’S 44TH DISTRICT

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call attention to a health care success story
that so many of us here, on both sides of the
aisle, can appreciate: the role that our nation’s
community health centers play in providing
high-quality primary and preventive care to
more than 27 million patients in nearly 11,000
communities nationwide. Unfortunately, these
centers are at risk unless Congress acts
quickly to extend funding for programs that
support CHCs.

CHCs have provided care for low-income,
rural, and underserved communities for more
than fifty years. In that time, many of these
health centers have expanded to offering inte-
grated services like behavioral health, dental
care, and—increasingly—substance use dis-
order treatments essential to combating na-
tionwide epidemics like opioid addiction. It's
this kind of integrated and patient-centered
care that leads to better health outcomes for
patients, as well as cost-savings for both our
nation’s health care system and for taxpayers.

In my district, we have 15 federally funded
health center organizations who collectively le-
verage $46.4 million in federal investment to
serve 500,328 people at 22 locations. I've
been to many of these locations, and seen in
person what a difference these organizations
make in the lives of our neighbors, and in the
health of our community.
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Two years ago, the House of Representa-
tives voted overwhelming to extend funding for
CHCs as part of the Medicare Access and
CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015. Now that
that deadline is upon us, Congress must act
again. This time Congress must pass a long-
term extension of at least five years, so that
our CHCs can have the predictability and sta-
bility they need to recruit providers, purchase
equipment, and plan strategically for how to
meet the current and future needs of commu-
nities. | strongly support keeping funding lev-
els for CHCs whole, something more than 350
members in both the House and Senate
signed letters supporting earlier this year.

For the sake of our communities and their
health, we can’t delay in securing funding for
CHCs. It’s time to fix the health center funding
cliff and invest in a local solution we all know
delivers results.

————

TRIBUTE TO RICK ELKINS’ DEDI-
CATED CAREER IN JOURNALISM
AND SERVICE TO OUR COMMU-
NITY

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an exceptional newsman and
life-long journalist, whose desire and commit-
ment to inform and strengthen the community
led him to an impressive career in journalism
spanning nearly four decades.

Rick Elkins retired this August from the
Porterville Recorder, leaving an unparalleled
legacy of service not only to the newspaper,
but also to the community he covered. As one
of California’s longest-serving and most lo-
cally-invested journalists, Rick spent 22 out of
his 39 years in journalism at the Porterville
Recorder before his retirement last month.

Rick began his career as a reporter in Janu-
ary of 1976. Ever since, his inquisitive nature
has yielded countless stories covering many
facets of life. From our region’s historic
drought to the infamous Tulare County co-
caine bust in the late 1980s, Rick kept the
people of Porterville and the surrounding com-
munities well-informed for decades. The mag-
nitude of his service has earned him recogni-
tion as one of California’s great journalists.

There are many individuals around our com-
munity who turned to the Porterville Recorder
to learn what was happening in Porterville and
Tulare County because of Rick's profes-
sionalism and dedication to truthful news cov-
erage. His career and contributions reflect his
attitude toward treating the community as a
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family, among which was his leadership in re-
turning the Porterville Recorder’s focus to local
news first. As the Representative for Califor-
nia’s 23rd Congressional District, | greatly
value the importance of an informed citizenry
and holding elected officials accountable. The
press plays a key role in that. | always looked
forward to being interviewed by Rick—he al-
ways had his thumb on the pulse of the com-
munity and got to the crux of the issues on the
community’s mind. This approach to journal-
istic integrity was also reflected by how he ran
the Porterville Recorder, earning the respect
of his reporters, staff, and the local commu-
nity. Rick’s reporting reflected his passion to
make sure his readers got the facts of the
story and he respected them enough to allow
them to draw their own conclusions.

| am confident Rick’s legacy will live on for
generations to come and that his contribution
to our community will have a lasting impact. |
thank Rick for his lifetime of service to jour-
nalism and his lasting impact on Porterville.
I’'m sure Rick is looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, Doris, and Dana, his
daughter, as he begins this new chapter of his
life. | wish Rick and his family happiness in his
retirement and look forward to his continued
involvement in our community.

WHEAT RIDGE POULTRY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Wheat Ridge
Poultry and Meats for receiving the City of
Wheat Ridge’s Business of the Year Award for
2017.

The Business of the Year Award recognizes
local businesses who demonstrate a commit-
ment to their community, strong management
practices and are a positive reflection of the
City of Wheat Ridge’s values.

As noted in their mission and vision state-
ment, “Your local butcher has been on duty
since 1942 offering fresh cuts of beef, pork
and chicken served from our fresh meat case.
Add simplicity, variety and freshness to your
family table. Our poultry comes from farms
where the birds roam free and animals have
spacious barns. Our selection of jams and jel-
lies offers nothing but the freshest fruits and
finest ingredients.”

| applaud Wheat Ridge Poultry and Meats
for being the recipient of this well-deserved
honor by the City of Wheat Ridge, and | con-
gratulate them on their success.
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